
Examiner’s commentary 

This Extended Essay on the negative effects of authoritarian parenting exemplifies a 
contemporary problem of interest to students and reflects an international mindedness outlook. 
The research cited is from investigations conducted in different parts of the world: Pakistan, the 
UK, Singapore, the US, India, and Cyprus. The student reports that when facing the scarcity of 
research to support a “to what extent” type of question, the student redirected their question to 
a more realistic although somewhat narrower topic. The student is aware of the bidirectional 
ambiguity factor in the nuanced discussion of various issues. The reflection portrays the 
pathway followed from an originally wide scope to a more focused one. The reflections also 
indicate appropriate supervision when the supervisor apparently guides the student to choose a 
specific parenting style and ONE aspect of development. The student’s international 
mindedness is also portrayed in the conscious effort to include a range of cultures in their 
research instead of focusing on the more traditional “Westerns” versus “expected Asian set” 
studies or individualism versus collectivism. Critical thinking is focused on targeted 
methodological questioning of the research’s validity given the sampling and the shortcomings 
of the research instruments such as questionnaires/interviews. The limitations of correlational 
research are mentioned but it could have been further highlighted. Overall, the essay reflects 
genuine interest, curiosity, and skill development. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are 
working to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet 
our community expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the 
enforcement of current copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make 
legal access to digital content easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright 
will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.




















































